_Approved For Release 20 ?CI@ 2IA-RDP71R00510A000200260035-8
“\ ~ b
Bosfoy

4 hiapeh 19463

MENTORANLDUN FOR THI RECORD

L SUBJECT: ARGO Sympesiun:

The ARG Synposiu held at the NPIC auditoriuin on b -~ lareh
drew a full house.

ir. Horalg opened the reatiug. He noted that the purposa ol
ARG was to assess the value of sxlating satellite photograpby for
civilian usesp, € and that this haé been acco nplished. tHe alao alluded
to the assistance that this exa vination would provide in planning fox
a civilian systewa if that should bero ne necessary.

He then weat oa to cosphesize that the qusstion of costs would
Leco He an traportast factor in future use of satellite photography
fro. o batellizence riisgtons; any - ogifications or increments to rrigsions
planned for the basic objective wo a1d involve costs that would have 10
be shared Ly the civilisn ajencies, in addition to the exploitation costs
ich the civilian agencies had already racognized would have to be
assumed by them. During the course of the moraing Don Stelainger
interjected the sarme thought geversl thes.

The rest of the orning was taten up with zusapy reuorts
on possivie uses of the shotegrashy, givea by some 11 or 10 exports
in varicus disciplines {Lydromateorslogy. land use, otc. ). These
sresentations were folloved in tha afiernoan by a gemeral discussion
and aestion period, which was sarticularly anlightening.

Three aspects of the meatiag are worth particular cormants

1. The considerable ainount of enthustan: which
had been develosed for this photogra; iy by alicost all of the
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participants, particularly for applications iavolving the
planning phases of largs projects and the acquisition of
iaformation on loss dsveloped countries. Steininger had
told us this might be so, although certainly none of the
participants felt that sasellite photography would answery
all their problems. Ths ethusizs:n was revealsd more
strongly in the discussion and question peried than in the
formal talks. It seems clear that pressures from these
agencies are going to mount as the ARGO steering com-
mittee refines its data in its next phase.

2. Despite Hornig and Steininger's cautions on costs,
there was a good deal of comment shout hew the hardware
and planniag of particular missicns might be adapted to
civilian objectives, 'without interfering with the primary
military intelligence mission.” For example. the team leader
said that although he knew photo interpreters felt that the use
of celor would degrade resolution, he and soms of his knowl-
edguable colleagues did not necessarily agres with this since
they thought the problem could be overcome technically. Also
some of the participants appeared to think that there might be
envugh of thelr requirements to justify aa entire mission
from tizas to time.

3. AmmaemﬁvcdmsAﬂthuﬂWoi
CIA) twice made extensive comments to the effect that no matter
mmmmcmmmmmdmepnm
systems worked oui together, NASA is going ahead with plans
for an earth resources satellite. In case anyone missed this

25X1

aessage, he gave it again later in the session, slightly, but
ok y, paraphrased.

{Z9emad) Thomas T, Parucul
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N.B. In discussing Hornig's letter to the DCI and Deputy

SecDef, with Steimimger, I emphasised again why we did not want to
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tie this program into USIB. He accepted thi reiterated that he

hoped he could continue his lisison with ina DCY
liaison role. I said I personally saw ne repssm to disrupt such a

relationship, but that in the long run perhape other arrangements
might be required.

Distribution:
#l - €L
#2 - DECK
#3 - Exccutive Divector
#4 - 0E/1
#5 - DES
6 - ODL/EAT v
#7 - Chalrman, COMIREX
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Chjectives of ARGO Study

I. To evaluate the information content of the existing
photography as it would apply to various physical resource surveys
aad to determine whether it could be used (o meet some curreat
needs of the civilian ageacies.

2. To develop withia the civiliax agencies a caidre of
people who would understand the photography and the techniques of
axploitation, aad who could then agsist their agency in making use
of the photography and in planaing for futare systems and applications.

3. To deterraine whether the existing syste:ns could yisid
information of operational value to AID about the lees developed
countries.
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